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earth! How did this holy fire burn in the breasts of the apostles and of
all the saints! but in the exercise of zeal itself how many snares are to be
feared 1 and how many Christians deceive themselves! Self-love is subtle
in seducing those who do not know themselves. Humour, pride, avarice,
caprice, and passion frequently are passed for zeal. But the true conditions
of this virtue are, that it be prudent, disinterested, and intrepid. It is a
mistake to place holy zeal in an impetuous ardour of the soul, which can
be no other than the result of passion. Secondly, it must be disinterested
or pure in its motive, free from all mixture of avarice, pride, vanity, resent-
ment, or any passion. Thirdly, it must be intrepid. The fear of God
makes his servant no longer fear men. John the Baptist feared not the
tyrant who persecuted him; but Herod stood in awe of the humble preacher.1
The servant of God is not anxious about his own life; but is solicitous
that God be honoured. All that he can suffer for this end he looks upon
as a recompense. Fatigues, contempt, torments, or death he embraces
with joy* By his constancy and fidelity he conquers and subdues the whole
world. In afflictions and disgraces his virtue makes him magnanimous.
It accompanies him in all places and in every situation. By this he is great
not only in adversity, being through it firm under persecutions and constant
in torments, but also in riches, grandeur, and prosperity, amidst which it
inspires him with humility, moderation, and holy fear, and animates all
his actions and designs with religion and divine charity.

The following feasts are celebrated on December 29 :

ST EVROUL, Abbot, in the sixth century: ST MARCELLUS, Abbot, in the fifth age : ST THOMAS
OF CANTERBURY (Thomas & Becket), Archbishop of Canterbury, martyred 1170: and THE
VENERABLE WILLIAM HOWARD, Viscount Stafford, English martyr.

DECEMBER 30

ST SABINUS, BISHOP OF ASSISIUM, AND HIS

COMPANIONS, MARTYRS

(A.D. 304)

tATmdged from their acts in Baluze and Baronius,]

THE cruel edicts of Diocletian and Maximian against the Christians,
being published in the year 303, Sabinus, Bishop of Assisium, and several
of his clergy were apprehended and kept in custody till Venustianus, the
governor of Etruria and Umbria^ came thither. Upon his arrival in that
city he caused the hands of Sabinus, who had made a glorious confession
of his faith before him, to be cut off; and his two deacons, Marcellus and
Exuperantius, to be scourged, beaten with clubs, and torn with iron nails
or broad tenters^ under which torments they both expired. Sabinus is